WESTOW
PARISH COUNCIL
Westow Parish Council Meeting –    Wednesday 17th July 2024 
Attendees: 
Helen Crews (HC) Chair; Angela Fothergill (AF) Clerk; Pennie Hamer (PH); Richard Bannister (RB); Geraldine Burton (GB); Elizabeth Shields (ES) 
Apologies:
Neil Johnson (NJ); Christine Smith (CS); John Smith (JS)
Agreement of Minutes.  The minutes of the meeting held on 1st May 2024 were agreed as a correct record. 
HC had received an email from Neil Johnson, say that due to work commitments he felt that it would be best if he resigned from the Council as he felt he did not have the time to dedicate to his work as Parish Councillor.  Members of the PC were sad to hear this. HC had replied to say that she was very sorry to hear that he wanted to resign and thanked him for all his hard work over the years as a Councillor. HC to write to NJ relaying her thanks on behalf of the Parish Council for his work over the years. 
Matters Arising from Action Log.

Wooden posts on the village green – HC said that the parking on the side of the road near the village green had been much better of late. After some discussion it was decided that the PC would try and find out where we originally got the posts from and it was thought that the two existing posts that are damaged could hopefully be repaired. RB to investigate
Village Hall maintenance -  Tim Saxby has asked if the ladies toilet could be updated with a new toilet seat, hand towel dispenser and toilet roll holder. The PC agreed with this request and said that they would put aside £100 from the Village Hall fund for Tim’s request.  PH said that she would chase up Yorkshire Water also as they had said they would like to contribute some funds to the village. PH to chase Yorkshire Water, AF to ask Tim about replacement lino for toilets
War Memorial – Jaynie Pateraki had painted the rails around the war memorial and thanks were given to her for this. She had noticed that there was one of the rails that was damaged at the bottom and would need either replacing or if possible mending. RB to ask Edward Green to have a look and give us some advice.
Clerk’s Update. 

AF had contacted Highways England on a few occasions and eventually the grass at the top of the A64 that was causing visibility problems has been cut.  After discussion it was thought that next year to contact Highways England a bit earlier and see if the grass could be cut before it got too long.
Budget and Finance
As JS was absent from the meeting he had emailed across the following:-
PC a/c stood at £4464.56 on 24th June 2024. (Transparency Fund is £584.36)
Premium to Zurich Insurance (£732.55) has been paid for the year;

Payment of £46.50 was made to N Yorkshire Garden Waste Services to deal with a full bin and the offer of help from Tim to "have a go" at the overgrown hedges on the site. 

£486.93 of VAT has been recovered and a payment of £75 has been made by Northern Powergrid in respect of the power cut on 15t May that went un-notified!

Village Hall a/c stood at £2264.08 on 18th June 2024. 

Fee of £64.00 has been received from N Yorks in respects of VH hire for polling station in May

J Smith 17/07/24
Planning Applications
One planning application had been received from Simon Webb, Fishers Yard to crown lift to 4m and reduce the NE canopy by 2m an oak tree and crown lift to 4m and reduce the S canopy by 2m of the same tree. The Council had no objections. 

Other Items

HC asked if we could put the stone wall that surrounds the village hall on the Agenda for September as part of it was bulging and some of the stone coming away.

AF to put maintenance of stone wall on the Agenda for September.

The meeting ended at 8.20 p.m.
Next meeting Wednesday 11th September 2024
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